STAGE 1 CROSS-DISCIPLINARY STUDIES 

Assessment Type 1: GROUP PROJECT – Refuse and Recycling
Purpose 

To undertake an extended project that involves group planning, application of skills and knowledge, analysis and communication. There are opportunities for you to individually reflect on learning about relevant disciplines and capabilities.
Description of assessment 

You work as a member of a team to plan the action you will undertake to address sustainability of your local environment through the consideration of local and global refuse and recycling trends.

In small groups of 3-4 students, you collaborate to:

· identify roles and responsibilities, and decide how to keep group records of decisions and achievements 
· conduct research on the biological and geographical aspects of refuse and                                           recycling
· identify one or more learning activities to focus on, in consultation with the teacher 
· identify one or more relevant capabilities and their application.

Evidence of Learning
You provide evidence of your learning in two ways:
· contributing to a Group Outcome
· developing an Individual Report

GROUP OUTCOME
Plan and produce a group outcome to demonstrate:
· knowledge and understanding of refuse and recycling (linking Biology and Geography) in both local and global contexts
· insight into environmental sustainability in the local environment and in global contexts

· evidence of collaboration.
Assessment conditions for the Group Outcome
The group outcome may be in a written, oral, or multimodal form and should be a maximum of 1000 words if written or a maximum of six minutes if an oral presentation, or the equivalent in multimodal form.
Teachers make an assessment on the collective outcome of the group, focusing on evidence of knowledge and understanding and application.
Audience: Peers and teacher.

INDIVIDUAL REPORT

You provide evidence of your involvement in the group project, and reflect on your interaction and collaboration. The individual report includes evidence of:
· Analysis 
· Response to feedback
· Interactive and collaborative skills demonstrated 
Assessment conditions for the Individual Report

The individual report may be in a written, spoken, visual, or multimodal form and should be a maximum of 750 words if written or five minutes for an oral presentation, or the equivalent in multimodal form.
Teachers and students may use the table overleaf to record evidence of interactive and collaborative skills. 
Name: 
[image: image1]            Date: 
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1. SELF EVALUATION 

Please indicate your performance with a tick (()
Did I:
 Very well
Not at all
a) interact positively with the group throughout the group meetings? 
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b) participate in the group project?
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c) show active listening skills?
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d) respond to others and others’ ideas in a constructive manner?
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e) respond to feedback?
 
[image: image7]
f) encourage others?
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g) deal with conflict in a positive manner?
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h) communicate my ideas to others in the group?
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i) apply the capabilities as appropriate?
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Group Members’ Names

1. 
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2. 
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3. 
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4. 
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5. 
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2. EVALUATION BY OTHERS

Other group member to indicate student performance with a cross (x)
Teacher to indicate student performance with an asterisk (()
Did:
[image: image17]
(Student name)

 Very well
Not at all
a) interact positively with the group throughout the group meetings?              
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b) participate in the group project?
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c) show active listening skills?
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d) respond to others and others’ ideas in a constructive manner?
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e) respond to feedback?
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f) encourage others?
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g) deal with conflict in a positive manner?
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h) communicate ideas to others in the group?
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i) apply SACE capabilities as appropriate?
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Teacher Comment:

	Assessment Design Criteria

	Knowledge and Understanding

The specific features are:

KU1
Understanding of aspects of disciplinary knowledge applied to the learning interest.

KU2
Knowledge and understanding of the learning interest and the relevant capabilities.

Application

The specific features are:

A1
Application of perspectives from two or more disciplines in developing the learning interest.

A2
Development of ideas and insights.

A3
Application of the relevant capabilities.
Analysis and Reflection

The specific features are:

AR1
Reflection on the ways in which aspects of the disciplines inform the learning interest.

AR2
Analysis and synthesis of ideas and information from different sources.
AR3
Analysis of the student’s own learning. 

AR4
Response to feedback.
Interaction and Communication 

The specific features are:

IC1
Interactive and collaborative skills in different situations.

IC2
Communication of understanding, insights, and ideas about the learning interest.

 




PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR STAGE 1 CROSS-DISCIPLINARY STUDIES
	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Application
	Analysis and Reflection
	Interaction and Communication

	A
	Insightful understanding of aspects of disciplinary knowledge applied to the learning interest. 

Insightful knowledge and understanding of the learning interest and the relevant capabilities.
	Logical and clear application of perspectives from two or more disciplines in developing the learning interest.

Constructive development of in-depth ideas and insights closely related to the learning interest.

Comprehensive application of the relevant capabilities.
	Critical reflection on the ways in which aspects of the disciplines inform the learning interest.

In-depth analysis and synthesis of ideas and information from a variety of sources. 

Thorough and in-depth analysis of the student’s own learning. 

Well-considered and substantive response to feedback.
	Convincing and sustained demonstration of positive interactive and collaborative skills in a range of situations. 

Clear and coherent communication of understanding, insights, and ideas about the learning interest.

	B
	Well-informed understanding of aspects of disciplinary knowledge applied to the learning interest.

Well-considered knowledge and understanding of the learning interest and the relevant capabilities.
	Well-considered application of perspectives from two or more disciplines in developing the learning interest.

Thoughtful development of ideas and insights that are related to the learning interest. 

Well-considered application of the relevant capabilities.
	Focused reflection on the ways in which aspects of the disciplines inform the learning interest. 

Well-informed analysis and synthesis of ideas and information from different sources. 

Some depth of analysis of the student’s own learning.

Well-considered response to feedback.
	Effective interactive and collaborative skills in a range of situations. 

Clear communication of understanding, insights, and ideas about the learning interest.

	C
	Informed understanding of aspects of disciplinary knowledge applied to the learning interest.

Considered knowledge and understanding of the learning interest and the relevant capabilities.
	Considered application of perspectives from two or more disciplines in developing the learning interest.

Competent development of ideas and insights, with some connection to the learning interest.

Considered application of the relevant capabilities.
	Some focused reflection on the ways in which aspects of the disciplines inform the learning interest. 

Informed analysis and synthesis of ideas and information from different sources.

Considered analysis of the student’s own learning. 

Considered response to feedback.
	Competent interactive and collaborative skills in different situations. 

Competent communication of understanding, insights, and ideas about the learning interest.

	D
	Some recognition of aspects of disciplinary knowledge, with some relevance to the learning interest.

Some knowledge and understanding of the learning interest and some aspects of the capabilities.
	Inconsistent application of basic perspectives from one or more disciplines in developing aspects of the learning interest.

Some development of basic ideas and insights.

Some application of aspects of capabilities with prompts.
	Basic consideration of one or more ways in which aspects of the disciplines inform the learning interest.

Partly connected summary of ideas and information. 

Description of the student’s own learning. 

Superficial response to feedback.
	Some basic interactive and collaborative skills that may not be sustained. 

Partly connected communication of understanding, insights, or ideas about the learning interest.

	E
	Limited recognition of any aspects of disciplinary knowledge. 

Emerging awareness of the learning interest or aspects of the capabilities.
	Attempted application of a basic perspective from one of the disciplines to begin developing an aspect of the learning interest.

Attempted development of an idea or insight.

Limited application of any aspects of capabilities.
	Limited attempt at considering any ways in which aspects of the disciplines may inform the learning interest. 

Description of some information that may be relevant.

Attempted description of aspects of the student’s own learning. 

Attempted response to feedback.
	Limited interactive and collaborative skills.

Attempted communication of one or more ideas about the learning interest.


Explicit instructions support students to reach the highest possible level of achievement against the performance standards.





Flexibility in choice of learning activities.





Flexibility in presentation with suggested formats to help build students’ communication skills, supporting them to achieve the highest level against the performance standards.





Specific clear instructions support students to provide evidence against the specific features.





Optional presentation formats value a repertoire of communication skills, and support students to reach the highest level of achievement against the performance standards.





Scaffolded self and peer evaluation provides a record of student’s learning and supports them to focus on the evidence required to meet the highest level of achievement against the performance standards.





Selection of specific features to enable a focus in the assessment and facilitate student success.





Guidance provided on group size.
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