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Student Activity 

Designing a research question and choosing a
possible research outcome

This list, which is not prescriptive, may be used as a stimulus for students to match possible research outcomes to possible research questions.
This activity has been designed to assist students to design a research question and to choose a research outcome. Listed below are some possible ways that students could present their research outcome:
· advert

· anthology

· artefact

· article

· artwork

· booklet

· chart

· computer program
· design, diagram

· drama script 
· essay
· fashion page
· film
· guidelines 
· issue
· key idea/concept 
· leaflet
· letter 
· model
· performance 
· Photo Story presentation
· oral presentation with slides 
· question
· radio segment
· report
· scrapbook
· sketch 
· song 
· speech
· theory 
· webcam clips 
· webpage 
· wiki contributions
· written report.
Students consider how the research outcome will show the substantiation of the key findings and how it matches their research question.
The following page illustrates the expression of research questions and potential research outcomes. This is followed by an activity inviting students to prepare research questions and to suggest potential research outcomes. 

Illustration of the relationship between the research question and the research outcome
	Research Question
	Research Outcome

	Question 
	Production of the research outcome

(the synthesis of key findings)
	Substantiation of key findings

	Does Genghis Khan deserve his reputation as a ruthless barbarian?
	Essay
	The substantiation is included in the outcome.

	Is magnetic sensing the main technique used by Australian birds when migrating?
	Oral presentation with slides.


	The substantiation is included in the outcome.

	What is it like to be a motoring journalist?
	Magazine article. (up to 1500 words)


	The substantiation is likely to be included in the outcome.

	Can cosmetic testing on animals be justified?
	Report (up to 1500 words)
	The substantiation is included in the outcome.

	How can I create a film documentary about the possible impact of the Northern Expressway in South Australia?
	Film documentary (up to 10 mins)
	The substantiation is included in the outcome.

	What are the most significant similarities and differences between the war memorials found in South Australia?
	Scrapbook of photos of war memorials with accompanying substantiation (up to 1500 words)
	The substantiation is included in the outcome.

	How can I design and produce a set of shelves suitable for a 2.5 x 2.5 wall area in a modern home? 
	Set of shelves
	For Research Project A the substantiation will take the form of up to1500 words or a maximum of 10 mins or the equivalent in multimodal form.

For Research Project B the substantiation will take the form of up to 2000 words or a maximum of 12 minutes or the equivalent in multimodal form.

	How can I choreograph and perform in two dance routines, one solo  and one group, to be performed in the school musical?
	Film of two dance routines
	For Research Project A the substantiation will take the form of up to1500 words or a maximum of 10 mins or the equivalent in multimodal form.

For Research Project B the substantiation will take the form of up to 2000 or a maximum of 12 mins or the equivalent in multimodal form.

	How can I create, for a book of your choice, an alternative last chapter, in the style of the original author?
	Last chapter of book 
	The substantiation of the chosen content of the chapter, and the techniques utilised to write in the author’s style, are required (up to 1500 words or multimodal equivalent for Research Project A, and up to 2000 words or multimodal equivalent for Research Project B).

	What is the best way to produce guidelines for volunteers in an aged care centre to teach email skills to residents?
	Guidelines: Effective approaches for teaching residents the use of email (700 words)
	This research question will probably require further substantiation and explanation (up to 500 words for Research Project A, or 800 words for Research Project or multimodal equivalent).


	Research Question
	Research Outcome

	Question or statement

students to fill in the blanks with their own ideas
	Production of the research outcome

(the synthesis of key findings)
	Substantiation of key findings

	1. How can …………………………be used to……………………………..?


	
	

	2.
Is there a better way to …………………………………………………….?

	
	

	3.
How can I use photography to create a ……………………………..for the


Purpose of …………………………………………………………………..?

	
	

	4.
Which ………………..is best suited for the purpose of ………………..?

	
	

	5.
How can …………………….be better managed?

	
	

	6.
Should ………………………………………………………..be banned?

	
	

	7.
What is it like to ……………………………………………………?

Compare the experience of 3-4 people in this situation.
	
	

	8.
How can I design and/or make a model of a ..………………………..


to illustrate ………………………………………………………………..?

	
	

	9.
Which ……………………………………………. is the most effective in


………………………………………………?


	
	

	10.
To what extent is …………………………………………………………..

significant in Australian life?


	
	

	11.
Create a ………………………………………for………………………….


	
	

	12.
‘If……………………………………………it will ………………………….’

(scientific investigation into this hypothesis).
	
	

	13.
‘Too little, too late.’ How accurately does this describe ………………..


	
	

	14. How does the price of ……………………… vary between …………….

over a period of ………………………….? What are the factors influencing these prices?
	
	

	15. How can I use participation in ……………………. to develop a…………………….
	
	

	16. How can I produce ………………………….. in the style of ………………………….
	
	

	17. To what extent does the film/book ………………………….....................

accurately portray ……………………………………………………………
	
	

	18. To what extent did …………………….. change between ………………?
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