[image: image1.png]£ E
&)
w’  GACE
Government

of South Australia Board of SA





Research Project


Preparing the proposal

The following provides a structure to assist students to prepare their proposal. It is one approach and should not be interpreted as the recommended or best approach for students undertaking the Stage 2 Research Project. 
Research Question 

Ideally, the research question should be stated clearly and succinctly in one or two sentences. 
The research question is often framed as a 'problem' or question in need of an answer. In the Research Project, the research question can be an idea or issue, a technical or practical challenge, an artefact, a problem or a research question. It is recognised that many research questions may change as research develops.

Defining the research question is not always easy and is likely to be determined after consultation with others, including the teacher, who may be involved in your research. Defining the research question helps to focus the research and provides a title for you to communicate your intention to others. It is common for researchers to revise and reformulate their research question as their research progresses.
Background

You could briefly explain the reasons for your research. Why are you undertaking the project? At this point you may choose to identify and discuss one or more chosen capabilities as relevant to your research.
This section is an opportunity to show an awareness of ideas and information surrounding your question, including those from:
· your observations, experience and existing knowledge and skills that are specific to the question. This includes acknowledging links to existing work in this area that you have previously undertaken (i.e. SACE subject or course, or outside of school learning) and how this research is an extension, not a repeat or duplication, of this learning. It may also include acknowledging any assumptions or biases that you may bring to the research.
· the work of others that is relevant to the research question e.g. people with expertise, published sources.
Basically, it is desirable to demonstrate that you know what you’re talking about and that the research is worth doing.

Research processes, ethics and chosen capability(ies)
Research processes may include the overall research method, as well as the different processes that you propose to use to undertake the research. Why have you decided upon these processes? How are they appropriate to the research question? Will they generate valid and worthwhile data and information? Are these accepted methods or approaches linked to particular subjects/courses/ fields of learning? What are some of the limitations? Why are other processes not appropriate?
You may also include:
· consideration of safe and ethical research
· suggestions for working with others
· consideration of a capability, or capabilities, likely to be relevant to the project.
The proposal can be presented in written, oral, or multimodal forms as seen in the examples on page 3.
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The following examples show two different ways that students may present their proposal:
Proposal 1 is a transcript of an oral proposal
	Research Question: How will the 30 Year Plan for Greater Adelaide affect the area I live in?




Proposal 2 is a table
	Research Question: How to restore a 1950s Vespa to roadworthy condition.




Proposal 1 is a transcript of an oral proposal
	Research Question: How will the 30 Year Plan for Greater Adelaide affect the area I live in?




Student: It all started when my Dad was chosen to go to the hotel to be part of this feedback. They wanted to know what local people thought of this Plan called the 30 Year Plan for Greater Adelaide. Dad was given a copy of it through the post because he’d volunteered to give feedback and then went to this meeting. He was pretty fed up when he got back because it looks like the land next door to our property is going to be built on in the future.
I just want to understand why it’s happening. Some people are really upset about it but others think it’s a good idea. Our next door neighbour is organising people against it but another man we know thinks it will be great for the area.
I started off thinking about something like… ‘How can the government just say they are going to build on farming land?’ But that’s a bit too vague so I thought I could say something like ‘How will the 30 Year Plan for Greater Adelaide affect the area I live in?’  I know I’ve talked with Mr ………. about that question being a bit big but I haven’t read the Plan yet and I can change it as I go along. I think I’ll focus in upon houses being built – and why that’s happening - but there may be other things that come out of the research too. I know I’ve got to define ‘the area’, the area I live in, a bit more but it’s difficult because I don’t actually live in the town so I may have to define the area by drawing what I mean on a map. If you have a look here, this map shows our house so there a quite a few changes planned.
The ways I’m going to do my research? Well, I’ve got to read the bits of the Plan that are about my area and study the maps. Then I think I’ll understand things better if I talk to someone about the Plan. I’ll have to phone up this place, the Department of Planning and Local Government – I’ve got their phone number on this page here – and see if someone will talk to me. I’m going to ask if I can record that interview but I don’t know how they will go with that. I’m also going to get in touch with our local MP – she must know a lot and also have contacts with some of the main players.
So that’s all the official stuff. I also want to interview people affected, I could interview my next door neighbour, he’s pretty fired up about it. I think he’s organising a bit of a protest so that would be good to go along to. I’m thinking about taking an MP3 along to tape some opinions if the people at the protest will talk to me. I thought that our council could be good too – it’d be good to know what …….(name of councillor)….. thinks about this because he must have thought about how it would affect all of us who live here. Local business people must have some opinions – I could get a few contacts there I think. Then there’s a website with all this stuff from the Plan on it and someone said there were media files I could get information from and, talking about the media, I think there’ll be lots of stuff in the newspapers and on the news.
One thing I was wondering was a way of getting lots of peoples’ opinions – you know, not just by interviewing them. A friend of mine knows how to set up online surveys and I’d like to have a go at that if I could.

OK …ethical considerations….well, we’ve all got to be careful we ask permission of people about things. Politeness is important too. So, I’m going to write to my local councillor and the MP, to ask permission to talk to him and ask permission to quote him as well. I’ve got to ask people if I tape or film them so that they know they’re being recorded and they give me permission to let other people hear or see them. Mum said something about being careful if I go along to the protest to make sure we weren’t trespassing or breaking the law in any ways. 
I’m going to consider the Personal and Social Capability as my capability because that seems to fit really well. It says about getting participating in your local community which I’ll be doing if I talk to all these people and it’s a local issue as well. I’ll go to a few Council meetings too. This capability also includes things like considering issues that are important to the community, such as social, environmental, economic and political obligations and rights and I think my issue covers all of these. Also – I’m just going through the list here – it says about valuing other peoples’ perspectives and developing understanding of others  and I’m trying to be balanced about what I do with the Plan even though as my Dad is pretty much against it.
As I’m pretty good at talking, I want to prepare a speech. I’m not sure who it’s going to be to yet – it could be the council or local government if I want to protest about the changes, then again it could be to another group of people. I’m not sure yet, but I do know that I can speak well in front of people and if I talk into a webcam and then write down good bits of what I say, I think I could hammer out a speech.
I’ve talked about all the people I’m going to talk to but I’m just thinking that I’ll be working with Dad as well – I know he’s going to be a bit biased – but he’s offered to talk me through some stuff that he learnt at that feedback thing. He’ll also give me a few contacts in town for those business people.
That’s it. 

Proposal 2 is a table
	Research Question: How to restore a 1950s Vespa to roadworthy condition.


	Subject title
Restoration 1950s Vespas
Research Question: How to restore a 1950s  Vespa to roadworthy condition


	Reason for choice
	Research processes
	Ethics and Safety
	Capabilities

	
	I like old Vespas and am more suited to restoring machines than designing them.

	Search for a reasonable 1950s Vespa. Scooter Italia (on-line) has genuine old Italian Vespas for sale. I don’t want to risk getting a cheap copy. 

Reading about 1950s Vespas.  Compare cost, authenticity etc. 

Research what others have said about process of restoring a Vespa (eg. Antique Vespa – on line; Darnell & Golfen : How To Restore and Maintain Your Vespa Motor Scooter; Haynes, Vespa Scooters Owners Workshop Manual))

Observation and photographic records from Vespa shop in town. 

Find other restored Vespas (to prioritise the look I want). Scooter Italia will give me many good ideas. 

I will ask support from Jim K, an expert in moped restoration. I’m also going to interview him.

Web sites such as Scooter Italia, Vespa House, and the book Sixty Years of the Vespa by Giorgio Sarti (2006) will assist me. 

Purchase an old Vespa (incomplete) for restoration

Talk further to Dad’s mechanic about borrowing or purchasing appropriate tools. 

Assess existing parts with Jim’s help. Go on-line to cost spare parts and purchase those needed. 

Search for and buy, then restore any needed parts and fit to scooter. Test for effective functioning. 

Keep photographic records of the restoration for my folio, as well as receipts, notes etc. 

Test and re-test the Vespa at various stages of restoration.

Interview and observe spray painter (Mark S.) who has agreed to help me develop my skills in this area. 
	I need to ensure that all the cleaning and restoration chemicals I use are disposed of in an environmentally safe way.  I will try to use the most environmentally sound products. 

If I give my finished scooter a unique paint stripe I will need to ensure that I do not copy anyone’s design. 

I will make sure that I pay for my own parts and materials, as independent budgeting is an important aspect of the learning for me. 
	My chosen capability of critical and creative thinking will be developed as I will have to solve problems, apply new knowledge and skills and think logically. 

In the future I know that I want to specialise in the work of restoring old bikes. I would like to make this a career and perhaps own my own restoration business so I will need to be creative and critical to be successful.
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