
Pre-approved Learning and Assessment Plan
Stage 1 Psychology (from 2021)
Pre-approved learning and assessment plans are for school use only. 
Teachers may make changes to the plan, retaining alignment with the subject outline.  
The principal or delegate endorses the use of the plan, and any changes made to it, including use of an addendum.
The plan does not need to be submitted to the SACE Board for approval.
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Addendum – changes made to the pre-approved learning and assessment plan
	Describe any changes made to the pre-approved learning and assessment plan to support students to be successful in meeting the requirements of the subject. In your description, please explain:
what changes have been made to the plan
the rationale for making the changes
whether these changes have been made for all students, or for individuals within the student group. 


Endorsement 
The use of the learning and assessment plan is approved for use in the school. Any changes made to the plan support student achievement of the performance standards and retain alignment with the subject outline.
	Signature of principal or delegate
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Stage 1 Psychology 
Assessment overview
The table below provides details of the planned tasks and shows where students have the opportunity to provide evidence for each of the specific features of all of the assessment design criteria.
Assessment Type 1: Investigations Folio – 50%
	Assessment details
	Assessment design criteria
	Assessment conditions 
(e.g. task type, word length, time allocated, supervision)

	
	IAE
	KA
	

	Psychological Investigation - Cognitive Psychology
Raw data and method provided for lure word investigation
This assessment provides students with an opportunity to:
· evaluate the method provided from an investigation on memory, and represent and analyse data to formulate a logical conclusion
· deconstruct a problem by considering the factors that could contribute to memory retention/loss, and how one of these factors could be investigated
· design a detailed method to test the relationship between the factor chosen and memory retention/loss.
	1, 2, 3, 4
	
	Students present individual reports.
Evaluation:	One lesson supervised in class. 
Deconstruction:	One lesson working either individually or in pairs. 
Design:	Completed at home. 
The report should be a maximum of 1000 words if written, or a maximum of 6 minutes for an oral presentation, or the equivalent in multimodal form.
Evidence of the deconstruction and design process is up to a maximum of 3 sides of an A4 page.

	SHE task in Neuropsychology
This SHE task provides students with an opportunity to investigate two different forms of neuroimaging used in neuropsychology.
The report has a focus on at least one of the following key concepts of SHE tasks:
Development and Application
· Developments in research and technology lead to advances in psychological understanding.
· The application of psychological understanding can enable scientists to develop solutions, design actions, and evaluate and respond to economic, sociocultural, and environmental factors.
Influence
· The use of psychological knowledge may have positive, negative, or unexpected consequences that require monitoring, assessment, and evaluation. The use of psychological knowledge must take into account risks and ethical considerations.
	
	1, 3, 4
	One lesson will be provided for research and support. Students will have two weeks to submit their drafts. 
Suitable formats for reports include an interview with a neuroscientist, a newspaper or magazine report, or a summary of a court case. 
The report should be limited to a maximum of 1000 words or 6 minutes for an oral presentation.


Assessment Type 2: Skills and Applications Tasks – 50%
	Assessment details
	Assessment design criteria
	Assessment conditions 
(e.g. task type, word length, time allocated, supervision)

	
	IAE
	KA
	

	Assignment: Media Portrayal of Amnesia
This task involves students searching for, evaluating, and organising psychological information and using appropriate terms effectively. 
Students are given an opportunity to apply their knowledge of amnesia, discussing some of the issues caused by an inaccurate portrayal of amnesia in films.
	3
	1, 2, 4
	One lesson will be provided for research and support. Students will have two weeks to submit their drafts. 
Suitable formats for reports could include a scientific opinion article, a brochure, a video (e.g. a TED talk), or a FAQ fact sheet. 
The report should be limited to a maximum of 1000 words or 6 minutes for an oral presentation.

	Test
Students are given an opportunity to demonstrate:
· knowledge and understanding of the key psychological concepts covered in the Cognitive Psychology and Neuropsychology topics
· informed decision-making
· correct use of psychological terminology in responding to short answer questions.
	3
	1, 2, 4
	This is a 55 minute assessment, to be completed under test conditions.
The test will be provided electronically and students will submit their answers electronically.


Three or four assessments (10-credit). Please refer to the Stage 1 Psychology subject outline.
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