Cross Disciplinary Studies-Stage 1 and Stage 2

Different ways of working across disciplines

There are a number of ways of working across disciplines. Cross-disciplinary Studies presents an opportunity for students to explore the areas on the edges or intersections of disciplines. The cross-disciplinary nature of Cross-disciplinary Studies programs will vary with the learning interest, the students and the learning context, and the essence of the contributing disciplines. 

Three different approaches to working across disciplines are presented below. These reflect the degree to which the essence of each discipline is retained. Two disciplines (A and B) have been used for diagrammatic purposes. Teachers and students may find thinking about these different approaches useful as they identify and critically evaluate the contributions of the disciplines.
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	Approach 1

In this approach, the knowledge and understanding of more than one discipline is used without integrating the methods and assumptions of each discipline. It is a coexistence of a number of disciplines.

	

	

	

	Approach 2

This approach involves the transfer of knowledge, understanding and methods from one discipline to another. It is where approaches (particularly approaches to research) are modified to better suit the problem at hand. There is a greater integration of knowledge and approaches across the disciplines than Approach 1, although both tend to remain within the framework of disciplinary research.

	

	Approach 3

An approach that is between, across and beyond the disciplines. Its goal is the understanding of the present world, and real-life contexts that go beyond disciplines. The disciplines become subordinate to the focus of the learning interest.
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