Stage 2 Society and Culture

Assessment Type 3: Investigation

Developing a Topic and Question 

Listed below are some of the ideas for guiding questions and hypotheses that have been developed by students when completing their investigation. 

The topics listed below allowed students to show evidence of the relevant specific features of performance standards which are used in the assessment of the Investigation.  They have a clear focus and centre on current issues that are in the media. 

 Knowledge and Understanding 

KU1
Knowledge and understanding of different aspects of and issues related to contemporary societies and cultures, in local and global contexts.

KU2
Knowledge and understanding of the nature and causes of social change.

KU3
Understanding of ways in which societies and cultures are connected and interdependent.

Investigation and Analysis

IA1
Investigation and analysis of different aspects of and issues related to contemporary societies and cultures, in local and global contexts.

Evaluation and Communication 

EC1
Evaluation and use of evidence from a range of sources and perspectives, with appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

EC2
Communication of informed ideas about societies and social and cultural issues.
Topics:
· Should all Indigenous communities be alcohol free?

· Is the sterilization of intellectually disabled women ever justifiable?

· Should child beauty pageants be held in Australia?

· Closing all SA pubs and clubs from 4am -7am will curb alcohol related violence and crime.

· Should children be required to contribute towards rent in public housing?

· Is the Adelaide Oval redevelopment beneficial for Adelaide?

· Cyber bullying and harassment is a dangerously growing trend in South Australia.

· Is animal testing necessary to advance medical research?

· To what extent does the media influence the Australian public’s perception of the justice system?

· Should street art be recognised as an art form by contemporary society?

· Is there a crisis in Australia’s disability sector?

· How does new technology impact on adolescent well-being? 

· Will changing cigarette packaging stop smoking?

· Women should be allowed to serve in frontline combat

· Should (school x) block student access to You Tube at school?

· Should gay marriage be legalised in South Australia?

· How can street violence in (x town) be curbed?

· What are the impacts on Gen Y of new technologies such as face book, YouTube and twitter?

· Should planking be banned?

· What are the effects of the rise of “freeganism” and dumpster diving?

· What are some of the social impacts of fuel price fluctuations?

· Live animal export to (xxx country) should be banned

· What causes firebugs to light fires that harm people?

· How do women on isolated rural properties cope with depression?

· What is being done to counteract racism in (xxx suburb)?

· Are laptops issued to all students at school an advantage or a disadvantage?

· To what extent is there a social impact from the rising popularity of e-readers doing away with printed books?

· How can youth get involved in their local council?

· To what extent is personality testing a good indication of career choice for young people?

· Should Australia sell agricultural resources to foreign companies?

· To what extent is racism an issue in South Australian workplaces?

· How could Adelaide become a more energy efficient city?

· How common is depression among teens and how do teens cope with depression?

· In what ways can South Australians help improve educational outcomes for young people in poor countries?

· To what extent do the social media promote global social justice?

· Should the wearing of the Burqua be banned in Australia in public places?

· The local public bus service is inadequate for the residents of (x) town

· What has been the effect rising house prices on the lifestyle of young adults in South Australia?

· What are the effects of the global financial crisis for older people approaching retirement?

· The level of financial and community support for people with disabilities in  X community is inadequate for their needs.  

· What are the disadvantages to families of the “fly in fly out” employment arrangements of miners?

· To what extent has Internet buying impacted on the retail fashion industry in S.A? 

· There are more positives for children playing video games than there are negatives.

· Why have enrolments in private secondary schools in Adelaide increased in comparison to secondary enrolments in the public education system?

· There are many benefits to religion being compulsory in Catholic secondary schools. 

· Why are church weddings in Adelaide on the decrease?

· To what extent do late night clubs contribute to violence on Hindley Street? 
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