STAGE 1 SOCIETY AND CULTURE

ASSESSMENT TYPE 3: INVESTIGATION
Purpose

Each student investigates a contemporary social or cultural issue of their choice, in negotiation with the teacher. The focus is on the Australian context of the issue.
Description of assessment 

Students:

· identify and refine guiding questions (see guiding questions section in the subject outline under ‘skills of social inquiry’)

· choose, organise, and analyse a range of sources and perspectives, including primary sources 

· explain the nature and context of the issue, e.g. historical, cultural, economic or environmental aspects of the issue
· explain how and why social changes, that are relevant to the issue, have occurred or may occur
· come to a conclusion about the issue, backed up with relevant evidence
· acknowledge all sources appropriately, including in-text referencing and a bibliography

· relevant images, graphs and diagrams, appropriately labelled, may be included.
Assessment Conditions

Students negotiate the form of presentation - written, oral, or multimodal - with the teacher. Each student’s presentation should be a maximum of 1000 words if written or a maximum of 6 minutes for an oral presentation, or the equivalent in multimodal form.

	Assessment Design Criteria

	Knowledge and Understanding

The specific features are as follows:

· KU1 Knowledge and understanding of contemporary social and/or cultural issues in Australian and global contexts.

· KU2 Understanding of connections between societies and cultures.

Investigation and Analysis

The specific features are as follows:

· IA1 Analysis of different sources and perspectives.

· IA2 Investigation and analysis of how and why social change occurs.

· IA3 Selection and use of relevant information from different sources.

Collaboration

The specific features are as follows:

· Cl1 Collaborative investigation of different views on, or suggestions about, a defined contemporary social or cultural issue.

· Cl2 Learning shared with other people.

· Cl3 Reflection on learning.

Communication 

The specific features are as follows:

· CM1 Communication of ideas about social and/or cultural issues and societies.

· CM2 Communication of opinions supported by evidence, with appropriate acknowledgment of sources.




Performance Standards for Stage 1 Society and Culture

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Investigation and Analysis
	Collaboration
	Communication

	A
	In-depth knowledge and perceptive understanding of a range of contemporary social and/or cultural issues, in Australian and global contexts.

Perceptive understanding of connections between societies and cultures.
	Insightful and well-informed analysis of and reflection on contemporary social or cultural issues.

Perceptive analysis of how and why social change occurs.

Well-organised and focused investigation and analysis of a range of sources and perspectives.
	Constructive and inclusive contribution to collaborative investigation of different perspectives on a contemporary social or cultural issue.

Insightful and focused reflection on, and proactive sharing of, learning with others.
	Incisive and coherent communication of perceptive ideas about social and/or cultural issues and societies.

Explicit and convincing communication of opinions supported by evidence, with appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	B
	Some depth in knowledge and understanding of different contemporary social and/or cultural issues, in Australian and global contexts.

Well-considered understanding of connections between societies and cultures.
	Well-considered and informed analysis of and reflection on contemporary social or cultural issues.

Well-considered analysis of how and why social change occurs.

Well-organised investigation and analysis of a range of sources and perspectives.
	Considered and active contribution to collaborative investigation of different perspectives on a contemporary social or cultural issue.

Focused reflection on, and active sharing of, learning with others.
	Clear and effective communication of well-informed ideas about social and/or cultural issues and societies.

Clear and mostly convincing communication of opinions supported by evidence, with appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	C
	Knowledge and understanding of some contemporary social and/or cultural issues, in Australian and global contexts.

Appropriate understanding of connections between societies and cultures.
	Considered and informed analysis of and reflection on contemporary social or cultural issues.

Considered analysis of how and why social change occurs, tending towards description of social change.

Generally organised investigation and analysis of a range of sources and perspectives.
	Generally active contribution to collaborative investigation of different perspectives on a contemporary social or cultural issue.

Some focused reflection on, and generally active sharing of, learning with others.
	Generally effective communication of informed ideas about social and/or cultural issues and societies.

Generally effective communication of opinions supported by evidence, with mostly appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	D
	Identification and some understanding of one or two contemporary social and/or cultural issues, in Australian or global contexts.

Identification and some awareness of connections between societies and cultures.
	Identification and some description of one or more contemporary social or cultural issues.

Identification of some reasons for social change.

Basic investigation and some use of information or perspectives from easily accessible sources.
	Superficial contribution to collaborative investigation of different views on, or suggestions about, a defined contemporary social or cultural issue.

Superficial reflection on, and occasional sharing of, learning with others. 
	Communication of basic ideas about two or more social or cultural issues.

Partial use of evidence to support an opinion, with inconsistent acknowledgment of sources.

	E
	Some awareness of a social and/or cultural issue, in an Australian or global context.

Limited awareness of connections between societies and cultures.
	Some awareness of one or more social or cultural issues.

Limited awareness of reasons for social change.

Attempted use of information or perspectives from one or more easily accessible sources.
	Attempted contribution to collaborative investigation of different views on, or suggestions about, a defined contemporary social or cultural issue.

Emerging recognition of the need for reflection on, and sharing of, learning with others.
	Attempted communication of ideas about one or more social or cultural issues.

Limited use of evidence to support an opinion, with limited acknowledgment of sources.


The subject outline requires that students negotiate the form of presentation with the teacher so should be explicitly explained as it is here.

















The task description allows for assessment of the breadth of evidence of learning from students against the performance standards, e.g. ‘Incisive and coherent communication of perceptive ideas’ at ‘A’ through to ‘attempted communication of ideas’.








Negotiation with the teacher helps to ensure that the issue selected is not too big or too small. This task has an Australian focus as other tasks covered global contexts of issues.
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