INVESTIGATION
Main Guiding Question: Why is the culture of Christian Churches in today’s society irrelevant to modern youth?

I was brought up to be religious and my parents still go to church regularly so I    am very interested in religious culture and why it seems to be declining. I am interested in looking at my own reasons for not finding church attractive or relevant as well as trying to understand why church seems to be irrelevant to most of my friends and others of my age group. I do not understand why the culture of churches is very different from the culture of contemporary society.

Research done over the last 20 years (Rossiter 1993) shows that young people have been losing interest in religion and the number who attend church regularly is rapidly declining. ABS data (2008) supports this but I could not find any reference there to young people in particular. 

I have surveyed 50 youth close to my age and only 15% of them attend Church at all and even these young people said that there were a lot of things in churches that did not appeal to them. They commented how rapidly society is changing and how the churches are one of the very few aspects of society that are stuck in the past. Most of the youth surveyed only went to church to attend a relative’s christening or a wedding or funeral, at least this seems to be one aspect of the church culture that is still relevant. 

The reasons respondents said that churches were totally unappealing were because they were full of older members, they preached the same old things over and over again, the music was not modern or relevant to young people, the stories told were all ancient and not relevant to young people, the buildings and furniture were depressing, and there was not much acceptance of modern viewpoints or of people who are different.  

I interviewed a church goer who is 67 years old who said that she too worried that the church she attended (the Catholic Church) was outdated in its thinking and practices and recent restrictions brought in by the current Pope were making the Church even more restrictive. “This is not at all appealing to young people” she said “as young people these days are brought up to question things and form their own opinions.” I agree with this statement as all my friends are brought up to be opinionated and are intelligent thinkers who want to make their own decisions.  This is how young people are brought up these days.

A priest I interviewed said that many young adults are searching for something more in their lives, but do not continue to attend institutional religions because they do not think that what is currently on offer is relevant to them at all because the pace of their social life is so much faster and more interesting than what’s on offer at church. However he also said that the church’s role is to hand on age old values (from the teachings of Jesus) that can never change no matter what’s happening in contemporary society in Australia or anywhere else in the world. He said: “These teachings have stood the test of time and actually shed light on a lot of what is happening in the modern world.” He said that the church needs to value young peoples’ experiences, ideas and hopes for the church more, and get young people to join in the development of programs that are directly relevant to their lives.  

Young people said that the culture of Churches would become more relevant if they had clergy who were young, had both male and female clergy, taught values that are current and up to date for today’s society, (instead antiquated views on things such as abortion, pre-marital sex, homosexuality) had more modern music in their services, and varied the way the service is carried out instead of having the same routine over and over again. One of my respondents said that young people wanted religion at times of crisis or meaningful times like marriage, not as a once a week compulsory thing.

Young people grow up in a culture of changeability and see no need or use for the rigidity of churches. The churches have a culture all of their own that is more or less fixed on past events and stuck with repetitive rituals and ideas. The culture of churches needs to more closely reflect the culture of modern society if it is going to have any appeal for young people.  

In conclusion, if the churches want to be relevant to young people there has to be a revolution. Although my research was limited by time and use of a small number of resources, my opinion based on this research is that church culture is not relevant to modern youth. ABS data and research carried out by Flynn shows less youth are attending church. As stated in the survey responses, we young people want churches that relate to us, include us in their services, have services that are shorter, more modern and more fun, and keep changing with modern times. In a fast moving world of technology and consumerism, it is more and more difficult to find a balance between work, leisure and worship especially when everything seems to be moving forward except the churches that are standing still. 
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Performance Standards for Stage 1 Society and Culture
	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Investigation and Analysis
	Collaboration
	Communication

	A
	In-depth knowledge and perceptive understanding of a range of contemporary social and/or cultural issues in Australian and global contexts.
Perceptive and well-informed understanding of connections between societies and cultures.
	Insightful and well-informed analysis of a range of appropriate sources and perspectives.
Perceptive and well-informed investigation and analysis of how and why social change occurs.
Well-organised and focused selection and use of relevant information from a range of sources.
	Constructive and inclusive contribution to collaborative investigation of different views on, or suggestions about, a defined contemporary social or cultural issue.

Insightful and proactive sharing of learning with other people.

Insightful and focused reflection on learning.
	Incisive and coherent communication of perceptive ideas about social and/or cultural issues and societies.
Explicit and convincing communication of opinions supported by evidence, with appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	B
	Some depth in knowledge and understanding of different contemporary social and/or cultural issues in Australian and global contexts.
Well-considered and informed understanding of connections between societies and cultures.
	Well-considered and informed analysis of a range of appropriate sources and perspectives.
Well-considered and informed investigation and analysis of how and why social change occurs.

Well-organised selection and use of relevant information from a range of sources.
	Well-considered and active contribution to collaborative investigation of different views on, or suggestions about, a defined contemporary social or cultural issue.

Well-considered and active sharing of learning with other people.

Focused reflection on learning.
	Clear and effective communication of well-informed ideas about social and/or cultural issues and societies.
Clear and mostly convincing communication of opinions supported by evidence, with appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	C
	Knowledge and understanding of some contemporary social and/or cultural issues in Australian and global contexts.
Considered and informed understanding of connections between societies and cultures.
	Considered and informed analysis of different sources and perspectives.
Considered and informed investigation and analysis of how and why social change occurs.

Generally organised selection and use of mostly relevant information from different sources.
	Considered and generally active contribution to collaborative investigation of different views on, or suggestions about, a defined contemporary social or cultural issue.

Considered and generally active sharing of learning with other people.

Some focused reflection on learning.
	Generally effective communication of informed ideas about social and/or cultural issues and societies.
Generally effective communication of opinions supported by evidence, with mostly appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	D
	Identification and some understanding of one or two contemporary social and/or cultural issues in Australian or global contexts.
Superficial recognition of connections between societies and cultures.
	Identification and some use of easily accessible sources and a description of one or more perspectives
Identification of some reasons for social change.

Selection and some use of information from more than one source, with some relevance.
	Superficial contribution to collaborative investigation of different views on, or suggestions about, a defined contemporary social or cultural issue.

Occasional sharing of learning with other people. 

Superficial reflection on learning.
	Communication of basic ideas about two or more social or cultural issues.

Partial use of evidence to  support an opinion, with inconsistent acknowledgment of sources.

	E
	Some awareness of social and/or cultural issues in Australian or global contexts.
Limited awareness of connections between societies and cultures.
	Limited recognition or use of any sources or perspectives.
Limited awareness of reasons for social change.

Attempted use of information from one or more sources, which may have some relevance.
	Attempted contribution to collaborative investigation of different views on, or suggestions about, a defined contemporary social or cultural issue.

Limited sharing of learning with other people.

Emerging recognition of the need for reflection on learning.
	Attempted communication of ideas about one or more social or cultural issues.

Limited use of evidence to support an opinion, with limited acknowledgment of sources.





Investigation and Analysis


Contributes to perceptive and well-informed analysis of why social change occurs, comparing what young people say, with changing societal values, i.e. low church attendance by young people. 





Well-organised and focused selection and use of relevant information from a range of sources – a priest, a church-goer in their 60s and 50 youth, 15% of whom attend church.


Knowledge and Understanding


Contributes to in-depth knowledge and perceptive understanding of a social issue – how outdated church practices alienate youth who are encouraged to question. 





Investigation and Analysis


Contributes to insightful and well-informed analysis of a range of appropriate sources and perspectives.








Communication


Contributes to explicit and convincing communication of opinion –  that revolution is needed as an agent of change for churches to attract young people to attend. 





Differentiation between the way that the church values a culture that “has stood the test of time” whereas society values “changeability”.





The succinct conclusion is supported by evidence.





Appropriate acknowledgment of sources.





Additional comment





Although knowledge of a range of contemporary social and/or cultural issues is not evident in this response, on balance the student shows ‘In-depth knowledge and perceptive understanding of contemporary social and/or cultural issues in Australian contexts’. (Knowledge and Understanding)





Communication


Communication of a social issue – the relevance of Christian churches to today’s young people –  is incisive and coherent.





Knowledge and Understanding 


Contributes to understanding  which is perceptive and well-informed, e.g. of the connections between society and (church) culture, capturing aspects of church culture that are not appealing to young people and contrasting these with the culture of modern society.








Page 1 of 3
Stage 1 Society and Culture annotated student response for use from 2011

1soc10-AT3-wsann01-A-v2.0 (Revised December 2010)


© SACE Board of South Australia 2010

