INVESTIGATION  
PLEASE NOTE: This is a transcript of an oral presentation.

Hi, my name is Chris and I am going to talk to you about my knowledge and understanding of a contemporary issue and that is ‘Should mountain bike trail riders have legalised trails in and around Adelaide?’  This is my main guiding question. I am also investigating the issues that are all about why mountain bike trails are not being legalised. 

As everyone knows, the number of mountain bike trail riders has doubled in the last five years in Adelaide. But we have to ride on illegal tracks. We have to ride on tracks that go through department of forest land or someone else’s land which is illegal or ride on walking tracks, which is very dangerous for walkers and riders.  

I am lucky that a friend’s dad’s mate knows someone who works for our local council and he said that the council is right now trying to make mountain trail bike riding in this area legal.  This shows how society can change because something that they once disapproved of can be brought in to be accepted.   

I have also surveyed the public’s opinion about this and got 100% agreement with legalising mountain bike trails. I surveyed 12 of my friends and I was surprised to find them all agreeing that bike trails should be put apart from other trails and made legal. I was careful to get an even spread of 6 males and 6 females so I wouldn’t have any bias.  Unfortunately I did not get an even age spread so I should get some surveys done by older people to get their opinions. They might be more biased because there have been a lot of people against trails because they think they think that riding on the trails causes bad erosion. But if the trails are properly looked after there is not much erosion at all.  This shows how the majority opinion of society and one culture can clash.  
The culture of mountain bike rail riding is to have fun but also to look after the environment and not harm any wildlife.  Even if you compete overseas or in another state the culture of looking after the environment is the same as here. One rider I interviewed said: “Don't ride really wet trails that have sections that are muddy (not just an occasional mudhole). When I first started mountain biking, I'll admit I thought it was kind of cool to occasionally ride through mud and come off the trail with lots of mud on me and the bike. But on most trails, this can cause some serious damage.”

If we had a legal place to ride then everyone would be safer and the club would feel a much stronger link with the rest of society instead of being pushed to one side. I think this would be to society’s benefit because the club brings tourists to Adelaide when there are competitions on.  If this social change happened I think there would be a lot more mountain bike riders practising and competing because some people don’t like doing anything illegal.  The newsletters that get spread among riders have been trying to get petitions going for legal trails so they might have caused a social change.  

Some of our club members contribute to social change by doing their bit to keep the tracks free of weeds and rubble. They stop the tracks getting full of weeds especially in Winter. They also build stone wall supports for the fast dirt trails so that there won’t be so much erosion.  
There are other people who help keep the trails in good condition just because they are interested in nature or birds or walking in the country. This shows that there can be strong links between one particular culture and other mainstream society.  If all trails were legal for mountain bike riding then that might increase the number of volunteers that help maintain the racks because there are lots of people that don’t like being connected to anything illegal. 

So there are lots of factors in favour of legal trails.  One volunteer that I interviewed said that one thing stopping councils making trails legal (especially the fast downhill trails) is that they might have to pay someone for their injuries if they had an accident.  This is clearly a big issue.  Some clubs can’t even have insurance for injuries because it is too expensive.  

My conclusion is that definitely mountain trail bike tracks should be legalised. 100% of my survey respondents agreed and other information I got supported this.  Legalisation would be a big social change in favour of mountain trail bike riding and it would have other side benefit as well. 

Resource List

Interview: July 2009  Mountain trail bike rider

Surveys: 12, equal ages carried out June/July 2009

Mountain Bike magazines (various) http://www.trailville.com/wiki/Info:Mountain_Bike_Trails

mtba.asn.au/trails  (accessed May 2009)

Performance Standards for Stage 1 Society and Culture
	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Investigation and Analysis
	Collaboration
	Communication

	A
	In-depth knowledge and perceptive understanding of a range of contemporary social and/or cultural issues in Australian and global contexts.
Perceptive and well-informed understanding of connections between societies and cultures.
	Insightful and well-informed analysis of a range of appropriate sources and perspectives.
Perceptive and well-informed investigation and analysis of how and why social change occurs.

Well-organised and focused selection and use of relevant information from a range of sources.
	Constructive and inclusive contribution to collaborative investigation of different views on, or suggestions about, a defined contemporary social or cultural issue.

Insightful and proactive sharing of learning with other people.

Insightful and focused reflection on learning.
	Incisive and coherent communication of perceptive ideas about social and/or cultural issues and societies.
Explicit and convincing communication of opinions supported by evidence, with appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	B
	Some depth in knowledge and understanding of different contemporary social and/or cultural issues in Australian and global contexts.
Well-considered and informed understanding of connections between societies and cultures.
	Well-considered and informed analysis of a range of appropriate sources and perspectives.
Well-considered and informed investigation and analysis of how and why social change occurs.

Well-organised selection and use of relevant information from a range of sources.
	Well-considered and active contribution to collaborative investigation of different views on, or suggestions about, a defined contemporary social or cultural issue.

Well-considered and active sharing of learning with other people.

Focused reflection on learning.
	Clear and effective communication of well-informed ideas about social and/or cultural issues and societies.
Clear and mostly convincing communication of opinions supported by evidence, with appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	C
	Knowledge and understanding of some contemporary social and/or cultural issues in Australian and global contexts.
Considered and informed understanding of connections between societies and cultures.
	Considered and informed analysis of different sources and perspectives.
Considered and informed investigation and analysis of how and why social change occurs.
Generally organised selection and use of mostly relevant information from different sources.
	Considered and generally active contribution to collaborative investigation of different views on, or suggestions about, a defined contemporary social or cultural issue.

Considered and generally active sharing of learning with other people.

Some focused reflection on learning.
	Generally effective communication of informed ideas about social and/or cultural issues and societies.
Generally effective communication of opinions supported by evidence, with mostly appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	D
	Identification and some understanding of one or two contemporary social and/or cultural issues in Australian or global contexts.
Superficial recognition of connections between societies and cultures.
	Identification and some use of easily accessible sources and a description of one or more perspectives
Identification of some reasons for social change.

Selection and some use of information from more than one source, with some relevance.
	Superficial contribution to collaborative investigation of different views on, or suggestions about, a defined contemporary social or cultural issue.

Occasional sharing of learning with other people. 

Superficial reflection on learning.
	Communication of basic ideas about two or more social or cultural issues. 

Partial use of evidence to support an opinion, with inconsistent acknowledgment of sources.

	E
	Some awareness of social and/or cultural issues in Australian or global contexts.
Limited awareness of connections between societies and cultures.
	Limited recognition or use of any sources or perspectives.
Limited awareness of reasons for social change.

Attempted use of information from one or more sources, which may have some relevance.
	Attempted contribution to collaborative investigation of different views on, or suggestions about, a defined contemporary social or cultural issue.

Limited sharing of learning with other people.

Emerging recognition of the need for reflection on learning.
	Attempted communication of ideas about one or more social or cultural issues. 

Limited use of evidence to support an opinion, with limited acknowledgment of sources.


Communication


Clear and effective communication of well-informed ideas about social and/or cultural issue and society – the concern for the environment by mountain bike riders and society generally.





Knowledge and Understanding


Knowledge and understanding of a contemporary social and/or cultural issue (legalisation of mountain bike trails in and around Adelaide).





Investigation and Analysis


Considered and informed analysis of an example of how and why social change occurs.








Additional comments 


Investigation and Analysis


Analysis oscillates between a B and a D re use of sources for different perspectives.   In paragraph 2 there are generalisation, e.g.  ‘everyone knows’. In paragraph 3 there is hearsay evidence, ” a friend’s dad’s mate” perspective. Later in paragraph 4 there is an assumption that all older people would disapprove of legal trails. On balance, however, there is generally organised selection and use of mostly relevant information from different sources, including the investigator’s own experience. 


Communication


There is clear overall communication that if members and wider society work together to keep trails separate from walking trails and in good condition this will benefit riders and wider society and environment alike. 


Knowledge and Understanding


Although knowledge of some contemporary social and/or cultural issues is not evident in this response, on balance the student shows ‘knowledge and understanding of contemporary social and/or cultural issues in Australian contexts’. 





Knowledge and Understanding


Considered and informed understanding of connections between cultures in their society.





Communication


Generally effective communication of opinions supported by evidence, with mostly appropriate acknowledgment of sources.
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