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`Cry Freedom' and 'District 9' are two films that bring forth the events of the South African Apartheid to cinematic structure. Both films demonstrate a vast selection of political, social and economical situations to benefit the films plot, however the initial plots only covers the black's struggle towards the Afrikaners.

In 'District 9' the main focus is on the Alien 'invasion' which is treated in the same manner as the 'Group Area Act of .1950', this law was created to keep the blacks in a separate area to the Afrikaners. This entitled the black population of South Africa to be evicted from there own houses, neighbourhoods etc. and placed in compounds designed for their use. 'Cry Freedom' has the focus of the murder surrounding Steve Biko, who was a leading member of the Black Consciousness movement and of how that effect and influence the film. A prominent key facture of 'Cry freedom' is the portrayal of the 'Suppression of Communism Act (1950)'; this act was forced, as punishment for supporting communist beliefs the consequences such as death, imprisonment and banning. Banning which was the most common approach, which consisted of limiting people from being with more than one person at a time. This was shown through the banning of Biko and Woods. Before Steve Biko was arrested and murdered he gave a powerful dialog on the importance that being of black skin doesn't change your importance of being a human being and that the Black of South Africa would one day change the views, "We are going to change South Africa. What we've got to decide is the best way to do that. And as angry as we have the right to be, let us remember that we are in the struggle to kill the idea that one kind of man is superior to another kind of man. And killing that idea is not dependent on the white man. We must stop looking to him to give us something. We have to fill the black community with our own pride. We have to teach our black children black history, tell them about our black heroes, our black culture, so they don't face the white man believing they are inferior. Then we'll stand up to him in anyway he chooses. Conflict, if he likes, but with an open handy too, to say we can all build a South Africa worth living in - a South Africa for equals, black or white, a South Africa as beautiful as this land is, as beautiful as we are".

With the treatment of blacks at a minimum, the portrayal of Steve Biko's death was a truthful and accurate account of what would happen to those who apposed the Afrikaners. At the end of the film the credits role that feature a detailed list of the Apartheid prisoners cause of death, such as 'slipped in shower', 'fell down seven stairs' and 'suicide'.

District 9, portrays the Prawns as the Black population of South Africa during the apartheid period only in a twentieth century environment. The film is scattered with numerous of signs illustrated with pictures of where to go and not to go the most common statements included, `for humans only', `restroom for humans only', 'Bus stop for humans only' and many more. The inclusion of MNU department of Alien Affairs shows a great resemblance to the Police Commissioner's enrolment in keeping order in Cry Freedom. Both organizations have a high level of pride and compassion for their South Africa, the invasion of the Prawns and the Black Consciousness threatens the development of a better and more productive Afrikaner country.

When Wilms and the rest of the MNU department goes out to issue the Prawns with eviction notices, the control centre sends in a message "When dealing with aliens, try to be polite, but firm. And always remember that a smile is cheaper than a bullet". This quotes shows the

importance of success and not to use unnecessary methods to provoke the Prawns. I believe it also symbolises the need to be empowered and superior to them (Prawns).

Both Cry Freedom and District 9 represent the difference of what apartheid was. The views of the films are that of the pro apartheid supporters and that of the against. District 9 chose to identify the situation with the introduction of the 'Prawns' 1 find that by doing so we can see that who ever one targets 'Black, white, Asian or alien beings' it isn't the most efficient of approaches. "You can beat or jail me or even kill me, but 1 am not going to be what you want me to be!"


	Additional Comments
Inquiry and Analysis

Evidence provided is under the suggested word length and this contributes to the superficiality of the argument. The argument is not sustained across the essay and the ideas foregrounded in the introduction are not developed.


Performance Standards for Stage 2 Modern History

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Inquiry and Analysis
	Reflection and Evaluation
	Communication

	A
	Comprehensive and relevant knowledge and understanding of people, places, events, and ideas in history.

Astute formulation of hypotheses and/or focusing questions, and their application in explaining historical concepts.
	Perceptive application of the skills of historical inquiry, including critical analysis.

Astute and thorough construction of reasoned historical arguments based on a critical understanding of evidence from sources.
	Perceptive reflection on the short-term and long-term impacts of individuals, events, and phenomena.

Comprehensive and insightful evaluation of why individuals and groups acted in certain ways at particular times.
	Well-structured and coherent communication of well-informed and relevant arguments.

Consistent, clear, and appropriate use of subject-specific language and conventions.

	B
	Well-considered and relevant knowledge and understanding of people, places, events, and ideas in history.

Clear and effective formulation of hypotheses and/or focusing questions, and their application in explaining historical concepts.
	Well-considered application of the skills of historical inquiry, including critical analysis.

Well-conceived and well-developed construction of reasoned historical arguments based on a critical understanding of evidence from sources.
	Well-informed reflection on the short-term and long-term impacts of individuals, events, and phenomena.

Well-considered evaluation of why individuals and groups acted in certain ways at particular times.
	Structured and mostly coherent communication of informed and relevant arguments.

Clear and appropriate use of subject-specific language and conventions.

	C
	Considered and relevant knowledge and understanding of people, places, events, and ideas in history.
Mostly clear formulation of hypotheses and/or focusing questions, and their application in explaining historical concepts.
	Considered application of the skills of historical inquiry, including some critical analysis.
Organised construction of reasoned historical arguments based on a critical understanding of evidence from sources.
	Informed reflection on the short-term and long-term impacts of individuals, events, and phenomena.

Considered evaluation of why individuals and groups acted in certain ways at particular times.
	Generally coherent communication of informed and relevant arguments.
Mostly appropriate use of subject-specific language and conventions.

	D
	Recognition and basic understanding of people, places, events, and ideas in history.

Formulation of one or more focusing questions and description of one or more related historical concepts.
	Basic application of some skills of historical inquiry, including some superficial analysis.

Some basic construction of a historical argument based on some understanding of evidence from sources.
	Some superficial reflection on one or more short-term or long-term impacts of individuals, events, and/or phenomena.

Superficial consideration of why individuals and groups acted in certain ways at particular times.
	Some basic communication of aspects of an argument.

Some appropriate use of subject-specific language and conventions, with inaccuracies.

	E
	Limited awareness of people, places, events, or ideas in history.

Attempted formulation of one or more focusing questions and attempted description of a related historical concept.
	Limited application of one or more skills of historical inquiry.

Attempted description of a historical event based on a limited understanding of evidence from sources.
	Limited description of a short-term or long-term impact of an individual, event, and/or phenomenon.

Description of the actions of individuals and groups at particular times.
	Attempted communication of one or more aspects of an argument.

Limited use of any appropriate subject-specific language and conventions.


Knowledge and Understanding


Considered and relevant knowledge and understanding of events and ideas under apartheid although the acts are listed without specific detail or examples to link to the question.





Communication


Some basic communication of aspects of an argument are evident such as introducing the two films in the introduction but the contention or historical argument to be developed is not clear.





Inquiry and Analysis


Considered application of the skills of historical inquiry evident in the use of the Biko quote although it is very long and not explained or justified.





Reflection and Evaluation


Some considered evaluation of why groups acted in certain ways to control and empower.





Communication


Some appropriate use of conventions such as an essay structure with a clear instruction and conclusion and the use of quotes to support ideas.
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