STAGE 1 ENGLISH
ASSESSMENT TYPE 1: TEXT ANALYSIS
Text Response:  About a Boy

Purpose


To explore the use of humour in a written and/or a visual text. 
Description

After reading the novel About a Boy by Nick Hornby and viewing the film of the same name directed by Paul Weitz, and following class discussion write an essay which answers the question “Why are we laughing?”

Your essay should:

· refer to two sections of the novel and/or film that you find particularly funny

· refer closely to each chosen section, using quotations to support your assertions

· refer to a range of techniques listed below to demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of the ways techniques are used by the author and/or the film maker to create humour

· explain how your personal values and beliefs led you to find scenes and events humorous and how the use of humour influenced your opinions about the issues raised in the text/s

· show evidence of proofreading to ensure you write with accuracy and clarity, using the appropriate language and structure of an essay.
Assessment conditions
An essay of up to 800 words.
Techniques for creating humour
Satire – aspects of life, the nature of society and human behaviour and attributes are made to look ridiculous, often by presenting them in a seemingly serious tone

Caricatures/stereotypes of humans – exaggerated so we can see how ridiculous they are

Irony – where the reader/viewer knows more than the character who is speaking or acting in ignorance

Running joke/repetitions – a humorous situation is established and when referred to again we are reminded of the initial joke

Tone of writing – humorous or satirical or a mismatch between the tone and the content

Voice-over narration/alternative voices – allow for private thoughts to be heard

Pseudo-science – ridiculous ideas are presented perfectly seriously

Reflection of our lives and experiences – similar things may have happened to us

Irrelevance to the plot – breaks reader/viewer expectations

An alternative viewpoint on something we take for granted or assume everyone regards in the same way, so that is goes against our expectations and assumptions about the world 

Taboos are broken e.g. unexpected use of swear words, reference to bodily functions

Vivid imagery to create an amusing or ridiculous picture in our minds

Contradictory images are juxtaposed (placed together), heightening the ridiculousness or irony

Film techniques such as camera angles, framing, editing, music, sound effects, timing of lines, use of slapstick, setting to highlight humour.

	Assessment Design Criteria

	Knowledge and Understanding
The specific features are as follows: 

KU1 Knowledge and understanding of the ideas, values, and beliefs explored in texts.
KU2 Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which the creators and readers of texts use language techniques and conventions to make meaning.
KU3 Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which texts are composed for a range of purposes and audiences.

Analysis
The specific features are as follows:
An1 Analysis of the connections between personal experiences, ideas, values, and beliefs, and those explored in a text.

An2 Analysis of the ways in which language techniques are used to influence opinions and decisions in a range of contexts.

Application
The specific features are as follows:
Ap1  The use of a range of language skills to analyse and solve problems, and to demonstrate creativity.

Ap2 The use of evidence from texts to support conclusions.
Ap3 The ability to locate, record, analyse, use, and synthesise knowledge.

Communication
The specific features are as follows: 

C1 Accuracy, clarity, and fluency of expression.
C2 The use of an appropriate style and structure for the audience and purpose when composing texts.




Performance Standards for Stage 1 English

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Analysis
	Application
	Communication

	A
	Detailed knowledge and understanding of the ideas, values, and beliefs in familiar and unfamiliar texts. 

Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which the creators and readers of familiar and unfamiliar texts use a range of language techniques and conventions to make meaning. 

Comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the ways in which familiar and unfamiliar texts are composed for a range of purposes and audiences.
	Analysis of complex connections between personal experiences, ideas, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar and unfamiliar texts.

Perceptive analysis of a range of ways in which authors use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in familiar and unfamiliar contexts.
	Use of a range of sophisticated language skills to analyse and solve simple and complex problems, and to demonstrate creativity.

Detailed and appropriate use of evidence from texts to support conclusions, with textual references incorporated fluently in responses.

Location, recording, analysis, use, and synthesis of knowledge relevant to familiar and unfamiliar contexts.
	Fluent and precise writing and speaking. 

Use of appropriate style and structure for a range of mainly unfamiliar audiences and for varied purposes.

	B
	Knowledge and understanding of some ideas, values, and beliefs in familiar, and some unfamiliar, texts. 

Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which the creators and readers of mainly familiar texts use some language techniques and conventions to make meaning.

Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which mainly familiar texts are composed for some purposes and audiences.
	Analysis of some complex connections between personal experiences, ideas, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar, and some unfamiliar, texts.

Analysis of a range of ways in which authors use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in familiar, and some unfamiliar, contexts.
	Use of a range of language skills to solve simple and complex problems, and to demonstrate creativity.

Use of evidence from texts to support conclusions, with textual references incorporated in responses.

Location, recording, analysis, use, and occasional synthesis of knowledge relevant to mostly familiar contexts.
	Mostly fluent and precise writing and speaking.

Use of appropriate style and structure for a range of mostly familiar audiences and purposes.

	C
	Knowledge and understanding of some simple ideas, values, or beliefs in familiar texts (e.g. identifies relevant information from a range of written texts).

Knowledge and understanding of a number of ways in which the creators and readers of a narrow range of familiar texts use some language techniques and conventions to make meaning (e.g. reads a range of texts, noting key differences of presentation and layout).

Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which familiar texts are composed for familiar purposes and audiences (e.g. identifies purpose and audience of texts).
	Analysis of simple connections between personal experiences, ideas, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar texts (e.g. explicitly connects new ideas/information with own knowledge, using techniques such as anecdotes and analogies).

Descriptive analysis of a number of ways in which authors use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in familiar contexts (e.g. recognises that the author selects the structure of a text to serve a particular purpose).
	Use of language skills to solve routine problems in familiar contexts or to demonstrate creativity (e.g. writes a short formal letter, outlining instructions for a particular purpose such as closing a bank account). 

Competent use of evidence from texts to support conclusions (e.g. reads short, simple narrative of choice and discusses how text reflects author’s opinion).

Location, recording, and occasional analysis and use of knowledge relevant to a familiar context (e.g. reads and interprets diagrammatic/graphic texts that are unambiguously presented).
	Generally fluent and functional writing and speaking. 

Use of an appropriate style and structure for familiar audiences and purposes (e.g. produces a range of familiar text types, with appropriate structures; uses vocabulary with increasing precision to show how words carry particular shades of meaning).

	D
	Identification of some simple ideas, values, or beliefs in some familiar texts.

Knowledge and understanding of some of the ways in which the creators and readers of a narrow range of familiar texts use language techniques and conventions to make simple or factual meaning. 

Knowledge of the ways in which familiar texts are composed for personally relevant purposes and familiar audiences.
	Reference to simple connections between uncomplicated personal experiences, ideas, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar texts.

Reference to some ways in which authors of familiar texts use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in familiar contexts. 
	Use of a restricted range of language skills to solve simple problems in familiar contexts or to demonstrate some creativity.

Some use of evidence from familiar texts to support conclusions. 

Location, recording, and use of factual knowledge relevant to a familiar context.
	A level of fluency in writing and speaking in personally relevant situations.

Use of appropriate style and structure for a narrow range of familiar audiences and purposes.

	E
	Identification of a simple idea in a highly familiar text.

Knowledge and understanding of the way in which a creator or reader of a highly familiar text uses a language technique or convention to make factual meaning.

Knowledge of the ways in which highly familiar texts are composed for personally relevant purposes and highly familiar audiences.
	Recognition of a simple connection between a straightforward personal experience, idea, value, or belief, and that explored in a highly familiar text.

Reference to the way in which an author uses language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in a highly familiar context.
	Use of a restricted range of language skills to solve simple problems in highly familiar contexts or to demonstrate creativity.

Some use of evidence from highly familiar texts to support a simple conclusion. 

Location, recording, or use of factual knowledge relevant to a highly familiar context.
	Beginning of development of fluent writing and speaking in personally relevant situations.

Use of appropriate style and structure for a narrow range of highly familiar audiences and purposes.


Explicit instructions assist in scaffolding for students how they can demonstrate evidence of their learning at the highest level against the performance standards.











Purpose clearly stated.
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