Stage 1 Child Studies

Assessment TYPE 3: Investigation

Sexualisation of Children in the Media
Purpose: 

To investigate the debate regarding the ‘sexualisation’ of children in the media, in relation to the safety, health, and well-being of young children.

Description of Assessment:

Identify an issue from those listed below: 
· Is childhood development being affected by early exposure to the media?

· Are young children facing the risk of premature sexualisation?

· What role does the media play in the development and socialisation of children?
· Should the media be more responsible in their promotion and advertising?
· Whose responsibility is it to nurture the foundational development of young children?
Access and analyse a variety of relevant sources, including primary (e.g. interview of parents of young children, surveys of adults) and/or secondary sources (e.g. text book, magazine article, electronic sources). Reflect on the issue and explain your decision about the issue in a conclusion using a report format. Your report should include:

An introduction – 

· identify the issue selected from the list provided

Analysis

· explain different viewpoints on the issue referring as relevant to data, tables, graphs, quotations or images from primary or secondary sources

Reflection

· reflect on the issue. For example: Why it is not easily solved? Why there are differing viewpoints?
Conclusion

· explain your decision about how the issue could be addressed by for example families, community, media industry, government to improve the safety, health and well-being of children.

Referencing

· use appropriate in-text referencing (e.g. use of ‘insert footnotes’), label and reference all tables, graphs and images and create a bibliography listing all sources using SACE Board guidelines.
For background reading on ‘Effects of sexualisation on children’, go to: http://www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/ 

Information on planning and conducting surveys, questions and interviews can be found at: http://www.saceboard.sa.edu.au 
Assessment conditions

The report may be presented in written, oral, or multimodal form. It should be a maximum of 600 words for a written text or a maximum of 4 minutes for an individual oral presentation, or the equivalent in multimodal form, e.g. a Photo Story or PowerPoint presentation with built in audio track or to accompany an oral presentation. Referenced graphs, tables and images may be included.

The report should be supported by appendices such as surveys; an interview (summary, transcript or recording) with a community person or a parent of young children; other relevant sources, and a record of progress. The appendices are not assessed but are evidence of the process.

	Assessment Design Criteria

	Investigation

The specific features are as follows:

I1
Investigation of contemporary issues related to the safety, health, and well-being of young children.

I2
Identification and use of different primary and/or secondary sources, with appropriate acknowledgment.

I3
Application of literacy and numeracy skills, and use of appropriate terminology.

Problem-solving

The specific features are as follows:

P1
Identification and discussion of factors involved in problem-solving.

P2
Decision-making about problem-solving and implementation strategies.

P3
Justification of decisions about problem-solving strategies.
Practical Application

The specific features are as follows:

PA1
Development and implementation of safe management practices. 

PA2
Selection and use of appropriate technology for practical activities. 

PA3
Application of knowledge and practical skills. 

Collaboration

The specific features are as follows:

C1
Response to other group members, and sharing in decision-making.

C2
Involvement in group activities and discussions to support the health and well-being of children.
Reflection

The specific features are as follows:

R1
Reflection on the processes and outcomes of practical and group activities, including their own performance.

R2
Reflection on the impact of technology on the health and well-being of children. 

R3
Reflection on contemporary issues related to child development.



Performance Standards for Stage 1 Child Studies
	
	Investigation
	Problem-solving
	Practical Application
	Collaboration
	Reflection

	A
	Productive, well-planned, and well-organised investigation of contemporary issues related to the safety, health, and well-being of young children. 

Focused and discerning identification and use of a variety of primary and/or secondary sources, with appropriate acknowledgment.

Highly effective application of literacy and numeracy skills, including clear and consistent use of appropriate terminology.
	Astute identification and discussion of a range of factors involved in problem-solving.

Astute and very appropriate decision-making about problem-solving and implementation strategies.

Clear and very relevant justification of decisions about problem-solving strategies.
	Astute use of initiative in the development and implementation of safe management practices.

Logical selection and use of appropriate technology for practical activities.

Constructive and sustained application of knowledge and practical skills.
	Inclusive response to other group members, and responsible and sustained sharing in decision-making.

Proactive and perceptive involvement in group activities and discussions to support the health and well-being of children.
	Insightful reflection on the processes and outcomes of practical and group activities, including their own performance.

Astute reflection on the impact of technology on the health and well-being of children.

Insightful reflection on contemporary issues related to child development.

	B
	Mostly productive, planned, and organised investigation of contemporary issues related to the safety, health, and well-being of young children. 

Mostly focused and logical identification and use of a variety of primary and/or secondary sources, with appropriate acknowledgment.

Effective application of literacy and numeracy skills, including mostly clear use of appropriate terminology.
	Well-informed identification and discussion of a range of factors involved in problem-solving.

Well-considered and appropriate decision-making about problem-solving and implementation strategies.

Mostly clear and relevant justification of decisions about problem-solving strategies.
	Thoughtful development and implementation of safe management practices.

Mostly logical selection and use of appropriate technology for practical activities.

Logical and well-considered application of knowledge and practical skills.
	Thoughtful response to other group members, and responsible sharing in decision-making.

Active and thoughtful involvement in group activities and discussions to support the health and well-being of children.
	Thoughtful reflection on the processes and outcomes of practical and group activities, including their own performance.

Well-informed reflection on the impact of technology on the health and well-being of children.

Well-informed reflection on contemporary issues related to child development.

	C
	Competent and generally organised investigation of contemporary issues related to the safety, health, and well-being of young children.

Competent identification and use of different primary and/or secondary sources, with generally appropriate acknowledgment.

Generally effective application of literacy and numeracy skills, including competent use of appropriate terminology.
	Informed identification and discussion of some factors involved in solving mostly familiar problems.

Generally appropriate decision-making about problem-solving and implementation strategies.

Generally relevant justification of decisions about problem-solving strategies, with some clarity.
	Competent development and implementation of safe management practices. 

Appropriate selection and use of technology for practical activities. 

Considered application of knowledge and practical skills.
	Generally thoughtful response to other group members, and some responsible sharing in decision-making.

Appropriate involvement in group activities and discussions to support the health and well-being of children.
	Considered reflection on the processes and outcomes of practical and group activities, including their own performance.

Informed reflection on the impact of technology on the health and well-being of children.

Informed reflection on contemporary issues related to child development.

	D
	Some basic investigation of one or more aspects of a contemporary issue related to the safety, health, and well-being of young children. 

Superficial identification and use of one or more primary or secondary sources, with some inconsistent acknowledgment.

Inconsistent application of literacy and numeracy skills, with use of some terminology that may be appropriate.
	Identification and discussion of one or more factors involved in solving familiar problems.

Some basic and inconsistent decision-making about problem-solving and/or implementation strategies.

Some description and partial justification of one or more problem-solving strategies.
	Some development and implementation of basic safe management practices.

Identification and some use of technology for practical activities.

Some application of basic knowledge and practical skills.
	Basic response to other group members some of the time, and some sharing in simple decision-making.

Some basic involvement in group activities or discussions to support the health and well-being of children.
	Basic consideration of the processes and/or outcomes of practical and group activities, which may include their own performance.

Some superficial reflection on the impact of technology on the health or well-being of children.

Superficial reflection on one or more contemporary issues related to child development, tending towards basic description.

	E
	Attempted investigation of an aspect of the safety, health, or well-being of young children.

Limited identification, use, or acknowledgment of primary or secondary sources.

Attempted application of literacy and numeracy skills, with attempted use of terminology that may be appropriate.
	Identification of one or more factors involved in solving a familiar problem.

Attempted decision-making about a problem-solving or implementation strategy.

Attempted description of one or more problem-solving strategies.
	Attempted development or implementation of basic safe management practices.

Limited use of technology in practical activities.

Limited application of basic knowledge or practical skills.
	Limited response to other group members, with limited involvement in any decision-making. 

Attempted involvement in one or more aspects of group activities or discussions to support the health and well-being of children.
	Attempted consideration of one or more processes or outcomes of a practical or group activity, which may include their own performance.

Identification of one or more impacts of technology on the health or well-being of children.

Limited description of one or more contemporary issues related to child development.


A selection of issues within the wider debate allows  for student choice.





The explicit task description allows for assessment of the breadth of evidence of learning from students against all levels of the performance standards.





Reference to highly recommended support material.





The range of formats supports student choices.





The appendices assist to verify the student’s learning process.
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