ENGLISH ORAL TRANSCRIPT

"Seven year old Olive has one dream: to win a beauty pageant. Her heroin-addicted grandfather is her coach, and when she becomes a finalist in the Little Miss Sunshine pageant, her family wants her dream to come true. However, the Hoover family is the dictionary definition of the word "dysfunctional". - Jim Beaver / Anon / neo101

I have chosen the Dinner Table scene in Chapters 2 and 3;this scene stood out to me more than any other scene because it's the first time we really get to meet all the characters and see the family interact with each other, (and also because it reminds me a bit of my family and our meal times. And the road trip idea is my family to a tee, but anyway...) it starts as Sheryl arrives home with her brother Frank, after he has been discharged from hospital after attempting suicide.

Immediately when Sheryl walks in the door, we feel part of the action. The hand held camera follows her around her kitchen and her house as she starts preparing dinner. We see the normal husband and wife interactions: when Richard follows Sheryl and Frank through the door five minutes later; "Is there a message from... "Well I don't know, check the machine" or the translation: "I've only just walked through the door too, you twit, how am I supposed to know? Do it yourself." This makes the audience feel comfortable, because it is familiar, but not for long. The camera is busy following Sheryl around moving from medium to close up shots while panning;this communicates a growing sense of chaos to the viewer. Dwayne, is unaffected by his parents rushing around and proceeds to serve up the bucket of chicken as requested and then sits down waiting. We now have a wide table shot of Dwayne waiting,he is accompanied by Frank and then Richard. Is it a coincidence that the males of the family are waiting at the table while Sheryl clatters around in the back ground making a salad? I don't think so, but we can take heart from the fact that at least Dwayne served the dinner.
This scene is set within the Hoover's house, particularly the kitchen and dining area. We get the impression that the space is cramped, not only because the physical setting is so confined but also because the characters are often quite close together. This makes it easy for the camera to switch between the perspectives of all the family members as they discuss Frank's "accident". Frank and Dwayne sit next to each other, almost companionably, as they share their hate of the world but they are the only two contained in the same frame. 
Richard is backed up by sunshine yellow curtains which are symbolic of his positive and winning outlook on life. The space in the kitchen is used well as a communal space as the interaction between Dwayne, Richard and Sheryl is so realistic. After Grandpa's outburst, the camera is held relatively steady creating a calm atmosphere as the family eats dinner until an argument breaks out between Sheryl and Richard. The composition of shots begins to vary in length and are cut differently; thus communicating a chaotic mood. A hand held camera follows Sheryl's progress around the house and as the argument gets more heated, the camera movement becomes more frenetic, making the audience feeling edgy and uneasy.

For some reason, we like watching dysfunctional people and I think this is perhaps a little bit odd, because if you break it down, it turns out dysfunctional people are unfortunate people suffering tragedies, and that shouldn't be all that entertaining. I think the real motivation behind this is that we can secretly see our selves) in this dysfunctional family. And technically that means that "dysfunctional" actually means "normal" and we all spend our lives seeking that reassurance that we are normal. Watching the Hoover's sitting around the dining room table eating tea is funny to us because we can recognise it as our own families. 
Even though these characters are so dysfunctional, they are oddly charismatic. Despite Richard's beyond frustrating tendency to relate everything to his "9 step program to success", ultimately, we see a man who is just so passionate about his job and trying so desperately hard to keep things together. And while we see Grandpa displaying the behaviour that got him kicked out of his retirement village, we later discover a softer side to him. He is there for his son when no one else can be, and cares so deeply for his granddaughter's happiness. Although he might seem al little rough around the edges with his leather attire, drug habit and foul mouth, his appearance does not really reflect his personality; he's really a caring family man at heart. I think, particularly as Australians we have a subconscious respect for people who are doing their best to make something out of nothing. As "Aussie battlers" we have a great appreciation of people who struggle through their hardships.

Little Miss Sunshine appeals to the emotions of its audience. It's so effective in delivering its message because everyone who watches it can relate to the family dynamics and to the problems that the-Hoover family have to encounter to reach their goal, which ultimately bring them closer together. It draws people in, because the cinematography is so natural that you don't notice it, but you feel like you are there. The editing is so subtle that it's impossible to pick everything you are seeing the first time round, even the tacky radio being played throughout the duration of dinner is impossible to pick up because it's just so normal and so expected. The actors are well known, but this is irrelevant because it's the acting that makes it, it's cast perfectly.

Performance Standards for Stage 2 English Pathways
	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Analysis
	Application
	Communication

	A
	Detailed knowledge and understanding of the ideas, values, and beliefs in familiar and unfamiliar texts.

Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which the creators and readers of familiar and unfamiliar texts use a range of language techniques to make meaning. 

Comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the ways in which familiar and unfamiliar texts are composed for a range of purposes and audiences.
	Detailed analysis of complex connections between personal experiences, ideas, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar and unfamiliar texts.

Perceptive analysis of a range of ways in which authors use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in familiar and unfamiliar texts.
Perceptive analysis of aspects of familiar and unfamiliar cultural, social, and technical roles of language that support effective interactions in different contexts.
	Use of a comprehensive range of language skills to interact effectively in different contexts, and to analyse and solve simple and complex problems.

Location, recording, analysis, and synthesis of knowledge relevant to familiar and unfamiliar contexts.
Sophisticated skills in reproducing the structural, conventional, and textual features of text types for a range of familiar and unfamiliar contexts, audiences, and purposes.
	Fluent and precise writing and speaking, using an appropriate style and structure for a range of mainly unfamiliar audiences and contexts.

Appropriate use of language to convey mostly complex meaning in a range of familiar and unfamiliar contexts.

	B
	Sound knowledge and understanding of some ideas, values, and beliefs in familiar, and some unfamiliar, texts.

Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which the creators and readers of mainly familiar texts use some language techniques to make meaning.
Sound knowledge and understanding of the ways in which mainly familiar texts are composed for some purposes and audiences.
	Analysis of some complex connections between personal experiences, ideas, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar, and some unfamiliar, texts.
Well-considered analysis of a range of ways in which authors use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in familiar, and some unfamiliar, texts.

Well-considered analysis of aspects of mainly familiar, and some unfamiliar, cultural, social, or technical roles of language that support effective interactions in different contexts.
	Use of a sound range of language skills to interact effectively in different contexts, and to solve simple and complex problems.

Location, recording, analysis, and occasional synthesis of knowledge relevant to mostly familiar contexts.

Sound skills in reproducing some of the structural, conventional, and textual features of text types for a range of mainly familiar, and some unfamiliar, contexts, audiences, and purposes.
	Mostly fluent and precise writing and speaking, using an appropriate style and structure for a range of mostly familiar audiences and contexts.
Appropriate use of language to convey complex and simple meaning in a range of familiar, and some unfamiliar, contexts.

	C
	Knowledge and understanding of some ideas, values, or beliefs in familiar texts.

Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which the creators and readers of a narrow range of familiar texts use some language techniques to make meaning. 

Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which familiar texts are composed for familiar purposes and audiences.
	Competent analysis of simple connections between personal experiences, ideas, values, or beliefs, and those explored in familiar texts.

Descriptive analysis of a number of ways in which authors use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in familiar texts.

Competent analysis of some aspects of mainly familiar cultural, social, or technical roles of language that support effective interactions in different contexts.
	Use of competent language skills to interact effectively in different contexts, and to solve routine problems in familiar contexts.

Location, recording, and occasional analysis of knowledge relevant to a familiar context.

Skills in reproducing some of the structural, conventional, and textual features of some text types for familiar contexts, audiences, and purposes.
	Generally clear and accurate writing and speaking, using an appropriate style and structure for familiar audiences and contexts.

Appropriate use of language to convey simple meaning in a narrow range of familiar and unfamiliar contexts.

	D
	Identification of some simple ideas, values, or beliefs in some familiar texts.

Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which the creators and readers of a narrow range of familiar texts use a restricted range of language techniques to make simple or factual meaning. 

Knowledge of the ways in which familiar texts are composed for personally relevant purposes and familiar audiences.
	Reference to simple connections between uncomplicated personal experiences, ideas, values, or beliefs, and those explored in familiar texts.

Reference to some ways in which authors use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in familiar texts.

Reference to some simple aspects of familiar cultural, social, or technical roles of language that support effective interactions in one or more contexts.
	Use of a restricted range of language skills to interact in familiar contexts, and to solve simple problems.

Location and recording of factual knowledge relevant to a familiar context.

Limited skills in reproducing some of the structural, conventional, or textual features of a text type for a familiar context, audience, or purpose.
	A level of fluency in writing and speaking in personally relevant situations, using an appropriate style and structure for a narrow range of familiar audiences and contexts.

Occasionally appropriate use of language to convey simple meaning in familiar contexts.

	E
	Identification of a simple idea, value, or belief in a familiar text.

Some knowledge and emerging understanding of the way in which a creator or reader of a highly familiar text uses a language technique to make factual meaning. 

Some knowledge of the ways in which highly familiar texts are composed for personally relevant purposes and highly familiar audiences.
	Recognition of a simple connection between a straightforward personal experience, idea, value, or belief, and that explored in a highly familiar text.

Reference to the way in which an author uses language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in a highly familiar text.

Recognition of some simple aspects of highly familiar cultural, social, or technical roles of language that support effective interactions in one or more contexts.
	Use of a restricted range of language skills to interact in highly familiar contexts, and to solve simple problems.

Location or recording of factual knowledge relevant to a highly familiar context.

Restricted skills in reproducing a limited number of structural, conventional, or textual features of a text type for a highly familiar context, audience, or purpose.
	Emerging development of fluency in writing and speaking in personally relevant situations, using an appropriate style and structure for a narrow range of highly familiar audiences and contexts.

Occasionally appropriate use of language to convey literal meaning in highly familiar contexts.





Knowledge and understanding Sound knowledge and understanding of some ideas, values, and beliefs in familiar, and some unfamiliar, texts. Use of humour in the aside indicates depth of understanding.





Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which the creators and readers of familiar and unfamiliar texts use a range of language techniques to make meaning – reference to the use of a hand-held camera.





Analysis 


Perceptive analysis of a range of ways in which authors use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in familiar and unfamiliar texts. Detailed reference to the impact   of the range of shot types used.





Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which the creators and readers of familiar and unfamiliar texts use a range of language techniques (reference to use of camera techniques and length of shots later in this paragraph) to make meaning.





Application: Location, recording, analysis, and synthesis of knowledge relevant to familiar and unfamiliar contexts. Location of evidence of symbolism of colour.





Communication Mostly fluent and precise writing and speaking, using an appropriate style and structure for a range of mostly familiar audiences and contexts.





Analysis of some complex connections between personal experiences, ideas, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar, and some unfamiliar, texts.





Communication Appropriate use of language to convey mostly complex meaning in a range of familiar and unfamiliar contexts.





Analysis 


Analysis of some complex connections between personal experiences, ideas, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar, and some unfamiliar, texts.





Knowledge and Understanding Comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the ways in which familiar and unfamiliar texts are composed for a range of purposes and audiences.





Additional Comments


This presentation is illustrative of an A– grade.


Writing/speaking is accurate and clear with examples used to back ideas being explored in the piece (Communication) 


Links made between what is being depicted and how it is being depicted and the viewer reflecting understanding of the author’s use of various techniques to achieve a purpose (Knowledge and Understanding)


Perceptive analysis of a range of ways in which authors use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in texts – this is particularly evident when discussing use of camera techniques (Analysis)


Use of specific examples from text indicates ability to locate, record, analyse, and synthesise knowledge relevant to context (Application) 


Clear connection between the values and beliefs explored in the text and the writer’s own have been made (Application) 
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