STAGE 1 CROSS-DISCIPLINARY STUDIES 

Assessment Type 3: Analysis

Biodiversity
Purpose 

To research and analyse biodiversity from biological, geographical and social viewpoints. You are encouraged to reflect on the contribution of aspects of the disciplines of Biology and Geography, and to analyse and synthesise ideas and information from different sources.
Description of assessment. 
Drawing on background information delivered by your teacher, you engage in research to gain further insights into issues related to biodiversity. You communicate your knowledge and understanding in written draft form to a chosen ‘audience’ outside the classroom, and receive feedback on your work. You include the following in your draft analysis:
· Clarification of what is meant by biodiversity at genetic, species and ecosystems level.
· Commentary on aspects of the disciplines of Biology and Geography which contribute to your understanding of biodiversity in local and global contexts.
· The importance of biodiversity to society and the environment.
· How national parks protect biodiversity.
· Threats to biodiversity from the ‘edge effect’.
· Importance of habitat corridors.
You then respond to feedback provided by the ‘audience’ by further editing your work and publishing your final product in a form negotiated with your teacher.
Assessment conditions 

The final product is presented in written form to a maximum of 1000 words. You choose to publish in a suitable mode, for example: 
· ICT based product
· academic report

· article for a newspaper or magazine

· brochure.
	Assessment Design Criteria

	Knowledge and Understanding

The specific features are:

KU1  Understanding of aspects of disciplinary knowledge applied to the learning interest.

KU2   Knowledge and understanding of the learning interest and the relevant capabilities.

Application

The specific features are:

A1   Application of perspectives from two or more disciplines in developing the learning interest.
A2    Development of ideas and insights.
A3    Application of the relevant capabilities.

Analysis and Reflection

The specific features are:

AR1  Reflection on the ways in which aspects of the disciplines inform the learning interest.
AR2  Analysis and synthesis of ideas and information from different sources.
AR3  Analysis of the student’s own learning.

AR4   Response to feedback.

Interaction and Communication 

The specific features are:

IC1   Interactive and collaborative skills in different situations.

IC2   Communication of understanding, insights, and ideas about the learning interest.


	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Application
	Analysis and Reflection
	Interaction and Communication

	A
	Insightful understanding of aspects of disciplinary knowledge applied to the learning interest. 

Insightful knowledge and understanding of the learning interest and the relevant capabilities.
	Logical and clear application of perspectives from two or more disciplines in developing the learning interest.

Constructive development of in-depth ideas and insights closely related to the learning interest.

Comprehensive application of the relevant capabilities.
	Critical reflection on the ways in which aspects of the disciplines inform the learning interest.

In-depth analysis and synthesis of ideas and information from a variety of sources. 

Thorough and in-depth analysis of the student’s own learning. 

Well-considered and substantive response to feedback.
	Convincing and sustained demonstration of positive interactive and collaborative skills in a range of situations. 

Clear and coherent communication of understanding, insights, and ideas about the learning interest.

	B
	Well-informed understanding of aspects of disciplinary knowledge applied to the learning interest.

Well-considered knowledge and understanding of the learning interest and the relevant capabilities.
	Well-considered application of perspectives from two or more disciplines in developing the learning interest.

Thoughtful development of ideas and insights that are related to the learning interest. 

Well-considered application of the relevant capabilities.
	Focused reflection on the ways in which aspects of the disciplines inform the learning interest. 

Well-informed analysis and synthesis of ideas and information from different sources. 

Some depth of analysis of the student’s own learning.

Well-considered response to feedback.
	Effective interactive and collaborative skills in a range of situations. 

Clear communication of understanding, insights, and ideas about the learning interest.

	C
	Informed understanding of aspects of disciplinary knowledge applied to the learning interest.

Considered knowledge and understanding of the learning interest and the relevant capabilities.
	Considered application of perspectives from two or more disciplines in developing the learning interest.

Competent development of ideas and insights, with some connection to the learning interest.

Considered application of the relevant capabilities.
	Some focused reflection on the ways in which aspects of the disciplines inform the learning interest. 

Informed analysis and synthesis of ideas and information from different sources.

Considered analysis of the student’s own learning. 

Considered response to feedback.
	Competent interactive and collaborative skills in different situations. 

Competent communication of understanding, insights, and ideas about the learning interest.

	D
	Some recognition of aspects of disciplinary knowledge, with some relevance to the learning interest.

Some knowledge and understanding of the learning interest and some aspects of the capabilities.
	Inconsistent application of basic perspectives from one or more disciplines in developing aspects of the learning interest.

Some development of basic ideas and insights.

Some application of aspects of capabilities with prompts.
	Basic consideration of one or more ways in which aspects of the disciplines inform the learning interest.

Partly connected summary of ideas and information. 

Description of the student’s own learning. 

Superficial response to feedback.
	Some basic interactive and collaborative skills that may not be sustained. 

Partly connected communication of understanding, insights, or ideas about the learning interest.

	E
	Limited recognition of any aspects of disciplinary knowledge. 

Emerging awareness of the learning interest or aspects of the capabilities.
	Attempted application of a basic perspective from one of the disciplines to begin developing an aspect of the learning interest.

Attempted development of an idea or insight.

Limited application of any aspects of capabilities.
	Limited attempt at considering any ways in which aspects of the disciplines may inform the learning interest. 

Description of some information that may be relevant.

Attempted description of aspects of the student’s own learning. 

Attempted response to feedback.
	Limited interactive and collaborative skills.

Attempted communication of one or more ideas about the learning interest.


PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR STAGE 1 CROSS-DISCIPLINARY STUDIES
Clear instructions about the format required for the task, enabling students to provide evidence against the performance standards at the highest level. 





The task is scaffolded to make clear to students how to develop their analysis and provide evidence that meets the specific features of the assessment design criteria of analysis. 
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