Stage 2 Cross-disciplinary Studies

Assessment Type 2: Group Project – Sustainable Food Production and Consumption
Learning Interest – Sustainable Environments
Purpose
To work as a group to investigate local food production/consumption systems by collecting data and seeking viewpoints from a variety of individuals and community organisations. The disciplines of agriculture and geography contribute both skills and knowledge to this task.
Description of assessment
This task requires you to work in a group to contact community groups such as your local council, householders, businesses, and Farmer’s Markets. You collect information, and seek viewpoints on the extent to which food production/consumption systems are operating in your local area. 

The group develops an agreed format for the collation and subsequent sharing of information. There will need to be negotiation and agreement of how individual members of the group are to be assessed.

Step 1 Data Collection
The class works as a group, negotiating and allocating roles to find out about the food production/consumption systems in your local area, and the viewpoints of a variety of community groups and individuals about these systems.

Possible ways to do this include:

· investigating web-based information (council, government departments, community organisations)

· interviewing/surveying local residents, food producers, council employees, representatives from government departments

· contacting the local council and other organisations for any brochures or printed information

· observing at local shopping areas.
Step 2 Collation and analysis of data

Record your data in graphical, pictorial and tabular forms in order to:

· share the data collected by individuals and groups to identify, organise and analyse findings
· discuss the degree to which sustainable outcomes for the environment are being achieved with regard to food production/consumption.
Step 3 Presentation of findings

The class can work as one group, several groups, or as individuals. Roles are to be negotiated in order to prepare presentation(s) of the findings. The findings of the Group Project can be presented in a variety of ways: e.g.

· PowerPoint presentation at a school assembly

· video

· part of school website

· resource Centre display

· illustrated oral presentation

· pictorial display

· newspaper article

· video presentation

· media interview.
Step 4 Reflection
You present a reflection on your own contributions to the project and the final presentation of findings. You also provide feedback to other members of the group using a checklist provided by the teacher. You evaluate the feedback from others and incorporate this into their reflection. 
Assessment conditions
Students, in negotiation with other group members and the teacher, reach agreement on how individual members of the group are to be assessed. This should be determined in the early stages of the assessment activity. 
	Assessment Design Criteria


	Analysis and Evaluation

The specific features are as follows:

AE1
Analysis and evaluation of ideas and information from different sources and perspectives to deepen understanding of the learning interest.

AE2
Evaluation of the contributions of the disciplines.

AE3
Analysis of and reflection on the student’s own learning.

AE4
Evaluation of feedback from others.

Interaction and Communication

The specific features are as follows:

IC1
Interactive and collaborative skills in different situations.

IC2
Communication of understanding, reasoned conclusions, and new ideas and insights about the learning interest.




The reflection may be in a written form (maximum of 500 words) or a brief oral presentation (maximum of 2 minutes). 
Performance Standards for Stage 2 Cross-disciplinary Studies
	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Application
	Analysis and Evaluation
	Interaction and Communication

	A
	Insightful and sophisticated exploration of key elements of the relevant disciplines and their connections to the learning interest.

Well-informed and highly effective understanding of the learning interest, incorporating specific discipline knowledge and skills.

In-depth knowledge and understanding of the relevant capabilities.
	Comprehensive integration and application of aspects of the relevant disciplines in familiar as well as complex, less familiar situations.

Highly focused application of knowledge and understanding to solve problems with insightful creativity and initiative.

Convincing and in-depth development of ideas, insights, and further questions.
	Comprehensive analysis and evaluation of ideas and information from a variety of sources and perspectives to deepen understanding of the learning interest.

Sustained and insightful evaluation of the contributions of the disciplines.

Well-considered and substantive analysis of and reflection on the student’s own learning.

Perceptive evaluation of feedback from others.
	Convincing and sustained demonstration of purposeful interactive and collaborative skills in a range of situations.

Clear, coherent, and highly focused communication of understanding, reasoned conclusions, and new ideas and insights about the learning interest.

	B
	Well-considered exploration of key elements of the relevant disciplines and their connections to the learning interest.

Well-informed understanding of the learning interest, incorporating discipline knowledge and skills.

Well-informed knowledge and understanding of the relevant capabilities.
	Well-informed integration and application of aspects of the relevant disciplines in familiar and less familiar situations. 

Well-considered application of knowledge and understanding to solve problems with creativity and initiative.

Thoughtful development of ideas, insights, and further questions.
	Detailed analysis and evaluation of ideas and information from a variety of sources and perspectives to deepen understanding of the learning interest.

Sustained evaluation of the contributions of the disciplines.

Well-considered analysis of and reflection on the student’s own learning.

Well-considered evaluation of feedback from others.
	Mostly sustained and focused interactive and collaborative skills in a range of situations.

Clear, coherent, and mostly focused communication of understanding, conclusions, and new ideas and insights about the learning interest.

	C
	Exploration of key elements of the relevant disciplines and their connections to the learning interest.

Informed understanding of the learning interest, linked to discipline knowledge and skills.

Informed understanding of the relevant capabilities.
	Informed integration and application of aspects of the relevant disciplines in mostly familiar situations. 

Considered application of knowledge and understanding to solve problems with some creativity and initiative.

Competent development of ideas and insights, and further questions.
	Considered analysis and evaluation of ideas and information from different sources and perspectives to deepen understanding of the learning interest. Analysis sometimes tends towards summary and narration. 

Some evaluation of contributions of the disciplines, tending towards description.

Considered analysis of and reflection on the student’s own learning.

Considered evaluation of feedback from others.
	Competent interactive and collaborative skills in different situations.

Generally clear communication of understanding, conclusions, and new ideas and insights about the learning interest.

	D
	Some basic connections between aspects of two or more disciplines and the learning interest.

Awareness of aspects of the learning interest, discipline knowledge, or skills. 

Recognition of some of the capabilities.
	Superficial integration or application of aspects of the relevant disciplines in highly familiar situations. 

Some creativity evident in occasional problem-solving. 

Some development of basic ideas and insights.
	Partial summary of ideas and information, with some increased understanding of learning interest.

Description of some elements of the contributions of the disciplines.

Some reflection on the student’s own learning.

Basic consideration of feedback from others.
	Simple interactive and collaborative skills.

Basic communication of some ideas and insights about the learning interest, with some attempted conclusions.

	E
	Identification of limited connections between one or more aspects of disciplines and the learning interest. 

Emerging awareness of one or more aspects of the learning interest or skills.

Identification of one or more capabilities.
	Attempted application of an aspect of a relevant discipline. 

Attempted identification of a possible solution to a problem.

Attempted development of an idea or question.
	Simple summary of ideas and/or information that may have some relevance to learning interest.

Attempted description of one or more elements of the contributions of the disciplines.

Attempted description of an aspect of the student’s own learning.

Limited attempt at reflecting on feedback.
	Attempted interactive and collaborative skills.

Attempted communication of partially developed ideas that are not necessarily new.
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